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Jaimy Gordon Reception
John M. Dunn Remarks
Dec. 13, 2010
• Good afternoon. What a thrill it is to be here and have the opportunity to
congratulate one of our own--Jaimy Gordon.
• This is one of those seminal moments when we have the chance to not only
acknowledge a spectacular single achievement--wining the National Book Award-but also to recognize a body of work and a career built as a member of the faculty at
Western Michigan University.
• Jaimy, your writing has resulted in well-deserved praise and distinction for you as
an author. Your writing and your commitment to your students over the years (since
1981) has brought great distinction to the University as well, and most specifically to
our creative writing program.
• I have to tell you, there's nothing quite as rewarding as picking up the New York
Times and reading that a prominent member of our faculty has written a novel that is
"so assured, exotic and uncategorizable, with such an unlikely provenance, that it
arrives as an incontrovertible winner, a bona fide bolt from the blue." I would have
happily stopped reading right there--but I didn't. So I also learned that:
- this is "a book that can achieve miraculous effects with both dialogue and
dialect" and
- "Ms. Gordon is magically adept at fusing the banal and the mythic"
• And it keeps getting better. Just yesterday, The Washington Post listed "Lord of
Misrule" as one of the best books of 2010. Not to be outdone, The Detroit Free Press
yesterday named it a Michigan Notable Book for 2011.
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• There's more to come, I'm sure. Jaimy, thank you for bringing your talents to this
University and our students. You've shown them that careful craftsmanship,
persistence, patience and imagination can be their own reward, but they also can lead
to international acclaim. We're so very proud of you and so eager to see your
continued success.
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